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REVIEW 


Flora of China Illustrations. Vol. 22. Poaceae. By 
Wu Zhengyi, Peter H. Raven (editorial commit- 
tee co-chairs), Hong Deyuan (editorial committee 
vice co-chair). 2007. Science Press (Beijing, 
China) and Missouri Botanical Garden Press 
(St. Louis, MO). 937 pp. Hardcover. $140.00. 
ISBN 978-1-930723-61-0. 


China harbors an incredible diversity of 
plants, including ca. 31,000 fern and seed plant 
species, or one-eighth of the world’s vascular 
flora. By comparison, the United States and 
Canada—together twice the size of China in land 
area—have one-third fewer species (ca. 20,000). 
There are ca. 1,800 grass (Poaceae) species in 
China, including 534 species of woody bamboos. 

Flora Reipublicae Popularis Sinicae (FRPS), a 
Chinese-language Flora of the country, was 
published as 80 volumes in 125 books from 
1959 until its completion in 2004. The Flora of 
China (FOC) is an English-language revision of 
FRPS that will comprise 49 volumes when 
complete, including 24 volumes devoted to 
illustrations. As of December 2008, 16 text 
volumes and 14 illustrations volumes had been 
published, the first in 1994. The Poaceae text 
volume was published in 2006. 

The FOC is unusual in having separate text 
and illustrations volumes. Unfortunately, for the 
Poaceae (and perhaps all) treatments, the text 
volume does not reference figures in the illustra- 
tions volume, which means that the user cannot 
tell from the text volume if a species is illustrated 
in the companion volume nor, if it is illustrated, 
on what page the figure appears. Because the 
genera in both volumes are arranged by tribe, not 
alphabetically, the index in the illustrations 


volume must be consulted to find out if a species 
is figured, and on what page. 

All of China’s 226 grass genera (including 
native and naturalized species and economically 
important exotics) in 28 tribes are illustrated and 
arranged as in the text volume, beginning with 
Bambuseae and ending with Andropogoneae. 
Seventy-one percent (1,271) of the species and 74 
infraspecific taxa are illustrated as line drawings 
in 904 full-page plates, and a lovely color figure 
of Phyllostachys reticulata serves as the frontis- 
piece. Indeed, all of the line drawings, inked by 76 
illustrators, are beautiful and detailed. Most were 
published previously in FRPS, although many of 
these were redrawn for FOC. Text in the plates is 
minimal—only scale bars, which are given for 
about half of the plates, and numbers identifying 
the figure parts which are explained in the 
captions. The captions also include the scientific, 
Chinese, and pinyin names of the taxa, page 
references to where the taxa are treated in the 
FOC Poaceae text volume and FRPS, the names 
of the artists, and the sources of illustrations not | 
published in FRPS. There are three indices of 
names—Chinese, pinyin, and scientific. 

The Poaceae illustrations volume is a vital | 
companion to the text volume for those learning | 
and identifying Chinese grasses. In fact, as one- | 
sixth of the world’s grass species are found in | 
China, both volumes should be close at hand for | 
anyone interested in the diversity of this large, | 
ecologically and economically important plant | 
family. 
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